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Le 11 mars 1984, au Sud de l’Islande, l’Hellisey 
chavire avec cinq pêcheurs à son bord. Seul l’un 
d’entre eux survit après de longues heures de nage 
dans l’eau glacée. À travers cette histoire tristement 
célèbre, se révèlent les liens profonds qui unissent 
les habitants à la nature envoûtante et dangereuse 
de l’île...

Through the sadly famous story of a miracle Fisherman who 
survived a shipwreck in the winter of 1984, we discover the 
daily life of Fishermen today and the relationship between 
the inhabitants of the Westman islands and the haunting and 
dangerous nature.  
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You», Ukraine 
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ɿ�International Film Festival of Cinema 
& Sea, Maroc 

ɿ�15e International Film Festival ‘Up 
And Coming’, Allemagne 

ɿ�The International Youth Film Festival, 
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ɿ�The International Outdoor 
Documentary Film Festival of China
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ɿ�Golden Tree International 
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ɿ��)DLWR�'RF�)HVWLYDO���14a edizione - 
Monte Faito 2021,   Italie 
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Marion Jhöaner is from Clermont-Ferrand, 
France. In parallel with her studies at 
the Beaux-Arts, at the National School 
of Decorative Arts of Paris and at the 
Edinburgh College of Art in Scotland, she 
FKTGEVGF�UJQTV�ƂEVKQP�ƂNOU��YJKEJ�GZRNQTGU�
the theme of secrecy.

Deeply marked by the wild and 
spectacular nature of Scandinavia, she 
OCMGU�JGT�FQEWOGPVCT[�ƂNOU�KP�0QTVJGTP�
Europe, Scotland and Iceland, in which 
UJG�GZRNQTGU�VJG�FKHƂEWNV�NKHG�QH�ƂUJGTOGP��

6QFC[��UJG�HQEWUGU�QP�YTKVKPI�HGCVWTG�ƂNO�
projects.

Site / website :
www.marionjhoaner.com

LA RÉALISATRICE, MARION JHÖANER
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À PROPOS DU FILM / ABOUT THE FILM

,G�OG�UWKU�TGPFWG�GP�+UNCPFG�RQWT�NC�RTGOKÄTG�
HQKU�GP�������UGWNG��CXGE�WP�UCE�¼�FQU�GV�WPG�
VGPVG��&CPU�EGVVG� UQNKVWFG�FÅUKTÅG�SWK�C�FWTÅ�
��� LQWTU�� LoCK� TGPEQPVTÅ� WPG� PCVWTG� HQTVG��
TGFQWVCDNG��KORKVQ[CDNG���SWK�OoC�KOOGPUÅOGPV�
HCUEKPÅG�RCT�UQP�ECTCEVÄTG�KPSWKÅVCPV��

%GVVG� CFOKTCVKQP�� VGKPVÅG� FG� ETCKPVG�� OoC�
JCPVÅG�NQTUSWG�LoCK�XQ[CIÅ�LWUSWo¼�NoCTEJKRGN�FGU�
ªNGU�8GUVOCPP��5WT�NoÊNG�RTKPEKRCNG��*GKOCG[��QP�
FKV�SWG�NGU�XGPVU�UQPV�NGU�RNWU�HQTVU�Fo'WTQRG��
.G�XQNECP��VQWLQWTU�GP�CEVKXKVÅ��TÅEJCWHHG�NG�UQN�
��GV�EGNWK�EK�FQPPG�XTCKOGPV�NoKORTGUUKQP�FoÆVTG�
NC� RGCW� VKÄFG�FoWP� IÅCPV� GPFQTOK�� .C� PCVWTG�
UGODNG�XÅTKVCDNGOGPV�XKXCPVG�

6QWLQWTU�RQWTUWKXKG�RCT�NC�RTÅUGPEG�KPVTKICPVG�
FGU� ªNGU�8GUVOCPP��EG�PoGUV�SWoGP�TGPVTCPV�GP�
(TCPEG�SWG�LoCK�FÅEQWXGTV��RCT�JCUCTF��NoJKUVQKTG�
FG� )WÌNCWIWT�� EG� RÆEJGWT� OKTCEWNÅ� C[CPV�
UWTXÅEW�¼�WPG�OQTV�EGTVCKPG�FCPU�NoQEÅCP��

#W�FGN¼�FG�EGVVG�JKUVQKTG�URGEVCEWNCKTG�� LG�OG�
UWKU�CNQTU�KPVGTTQIÅG�UWT�VQWU�NGU�KNKGPU��SWK�XKXGPV�
RTKPEKRCNGOGPV�FG� NC�RÆEJG� ��EQPPCKUUCKGPV�KNU�
VQWU� WPG� VGNNG� JKUVQKTG� RCTOK� NGWT� GPVQWTCIG��
NGWTU�RTQEJGU�� NGWT� HCOKNNG�!�%QOOGPV�XKXGPV�
KNU�EG�SWQVKFKGP�UK�ÅVTQKVGOGPV�NKÅ�¼�WPG�PCVWTG�
FCPIGTGWUG��OCNITÅ�UC�ITCPFG�DGCWVÅ�!�3WoGUV�
EG�SWG�EGVVG�JKUVQKTG�JÅTQËSWG�PQWU�TCEQPVG�FW�
OÅVKGT� FG�RÆEJGWT��OCKU� CWUUK� FG� No+UNCPFG�GV�
FGU�KUNCPFCKU�!�

�� VTCXGTU� �5[PVK�� U[PVK��� LoCK� UQWJCKVÅ� CDQTFGT�
EGU� SWGUVKQPU� ¼� VTCXGTU� NGU� VÅOQKIPCIGU� FGU�
JCDKVCPVU��OCKU� GP� NCKUUCPV� ÅICNGOGPV� NC� XQKZ�
¼� NC� PCVWTG� FG� NoÊNG� �� CWZ� RC[UCIGU� CTKFGU��
CWZ� XGPVU� XKQNGPVU�� ¼� NC� RQWUUKÄTG� FW� XQNECP��
'PUGODNG�� LG� UQWJCKVCKU� SWoKNU� FTGUUGPV� CKPUK�
NG�RQTVTCKV�FoWPG�EQJCDKVCVKQP�FQWNQWTGWUG�GV�
HQTVG�GPVTG�No*WOCKP�GV�NC�PCVWTG�

+�XKUKVGF�+EGNCPF�HQT�VJG�ƂTUV�VKOG�KP�������CNQPG��
with a backpack and a tent. In this desired 
solitude which lasted for 15 days, I encountered 
a strong, fearful, ruthless nature - which 
immensely fascinated me with its disturbing 
character.

This admiration haunted me as I traveled to 
the Vestmann Islands archipelago. On the main 
island, Heimaey, the winds are said to be the 
strongest in Europe. The still active volcano 
warms the ground - and it feels like the warm 
skin of a sleeping giant. Nature seems alive.

Still pursued by the intriguing presence of the 
Vestmann Islands, it was only when I returned to 
France that I accidentally discovered the story 
QH� )WÌNCWIWT�� VJKU� OKTCEWNQWU� ƂUJGTOCP� YJQ�
survived certain death in the ocean. 

Beyond this spectacular story, I then wondered 
about all the islanders, who live mainly from 
ƂUJKPI��&KF� VJG[�CNN� MPQY�UWEJ�C� UVQT[�COQPI�
those around them, their relatives, their family? 
How do they live this daily life so closely linked 
to a dangerous nature, despite its great beauty? 
9JCV�FQGU�VJKU�JGTQKE�UVQT[�VGNN�WU�CDQWV�ƂUJKPI��
but also about Iceland and the Icelanders?

Through «Synti, synti», I wanted to address 
these questions through the testimonies of the 
inhabitants, but also giving voice to the nature 
QH�VJG�KUNCPF��VQ�CTKF�NCPFUECRGU��XKQNGPV�YKPFU��
to the dust of the volcano. Together, I wanted 
them to paint a portrait of a painful and strong 
cohabitation between humans and nature.



.G�ƂNO�GUV�OCKPVGPCPV�FKURQPKDNG�GP�&8&�
CWRTÄU�FG�No#&#8�

GV�UWT�EQOOCPFG�¼�RTQFWEVKQPUC\CFK"IOCKN�EQO�



« Les stars de ce film à l’accent scandinave sont bel  
et bien les paysages volcaniques et l’atmosphère 
glacée. Les images et la bande-son n’ont rien à 
envier à un bon thriller. »  

- Festival International de Films Pêcheurs du Monde 2019

« Profondément fascinée par les paysages âpres, 
furieux et monumentaux des pays Nordiques, Marion 
Jhöaner les renvoie sur l’écran dans toute leur 
beauté sauvage. » - Edera Film Festival 2019

«Pour filmer l’indicible, la mémoire d’une souffrance 
collective, Marion Jhöaner filme la terre noire et 
meurtrie comme un personnage, que nous quitterons 
lentement par la mer, encore hanté par la lumière 
bleue et les récits des marins-pêcheurs.»
- Julien Farenc, programmateur à la Cinémathèque du Documentaire



«The images and the sound are as good as a great thriller»
 International Fishermen Film Festival

«We see how unique this sea life is, how fascinating, absorbing, 
sometimes scary and out of touch with the rest of the world» 

Le Marin - Ouest France Journal

«Synti Synti deserves these special mention for revealing the 
story of a community that  is repeatedly shark by their lost of 

parents, friends and lovers (…). This documentary is ecstatic and 
anthropological at the same time » - Edera Film Festival ceremony’s speech

«To film the unspeakable, the memory of collective suffering, 
Marion Jhöaner films the dark and bruised land like a character, 

whom we slowly leave by the sea, still haunted by the blue light and 
the tales of the fishermen.»

- Julien Farenc, programer at the Cinémathèque du Documentaire 
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